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Hands on History 

Cardiff during World War Two 
Explore and learn about life in Cardiff during World War Two. 

How to Take Part 

1. Read the six information sheets in this document. They are numbered 1 to 6.   

2. Use the information sheets to answer the questions in this work sheet at the end. 

3. Once you have answered all the questions, check your answers using the Answer Sheet.  

4. There is also an additional activity sheet for you to try.  

5. Let us know how you get on by tweeting @cdflibraries or search for us on Facebook as 

‘Cardiff Library Service’.  



 

  Start of the War 
Britain declared war with Germany on 1st September 1939 after many months of uncertainty. Many people could 

still remember World War One and were very worried about what this new war would mean.  

 Cardiff prepared for war by recruiting soldiers, gathering resources, and trying to boost morale through good 

news stories. They also built defences in case of enemy attacks. Everyone had a gas mask and children practiced 

what to do in an air raid at school.  

 Many women got jobs in factories and in military camps. One example from Cardiff is Vera Johnson who 

worked as a cook, feeding soldiers in the army camps. She said, “The discipline was very strict but they were the 

best days of my life.”  
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    Evacuation 
 

At the start of World War Two, lots of people were 

worried about long-range bombs and air raids coming 

to Britain. It was believed the main targets would be 

big cities like London. Children were sent away from 

the cities to the countryside to keep them safe. Some 

mothers, pregnant women, disabled people and 

teachers or other helpers were also moved away 

from cities. This was called ‘evacuation’. 

 About 110,000 children were evacuated to Wales 

during World War Two. In rural parts of north Cardiff, 

children were taken in by families, went to school, 

and made new friends. The people of Cardiff tried to 

make the evacuee children feel welcome and at 

home, but many children missed their families in the 

cities.  
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 Rationing 
Due to the war, supply of essential things like food 

was changing, and so was pricing. The UK could not 

get enough food imported from other countries 

because enemy submarines started attacking British 

ships bringing in food; and production of food on 

farms in the UK was reduced as so many men were 

away fighting at war.  

 To make sure that everyone had their fair share, 

rationing was introduced. Everyone had a ration book 

and the government decided how much milk, sugar, 

meat, cheese, bread and other food each person was 

allowed. This meant everyone had an equal amount.  

 People worked together to make sure everyone 

was fed. Many people grew vegetables in their 

gardens. Lots of women volunteered to work on 

farms - this was called the Women’s Land Army.  

 Rationing continued until 1954, many years after  

World War Two ended.  
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  Air Raids 
Changes in technology introduced new types of weapons and warfare. Air raids were when enemy planes flew over 

towns and cities to try and drop bombs on military buildings and bases. But often, bombs also fell on streets and 

homes, killing normal people.  

 These air raids became known as ‘The Blitz’, because of the German word blitzkrieg meaning ‘lightening war’. 

 Each time the planes were spotted, a warden on look out would sound an alarm or siren. During World War 

Two, the sirens were sounded 585 times in Cardiff.  

 Can you imagine how 

scary this would have been 

for people living in Cardiff?  

  Newspapers reported 

that 355 in Cardiff people 

died from air raids during 

World War Two, and even 

more people would have 

been injured.  
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 The Cardiff Blitz  
One of the most devastating raids on Cardiff took 

place on 2 January 1941. At least 126 people 

died and 110 homes were destroyed (plus more 

homes were damaged).  

 This list shows the streets and public buildings 

that were damaged during this raid.  
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All Saints Church 

Blackstone Street 

Bristow Wadley 

Bute Street 

Canton Secondary School 

Cavendish Furniture 
Warehouse 

Castle Grounds 

Cathays Park 

Corporation Transport Offices 

Crawshay Lane 

Croft Street 

De Burgh Street 

East Canal Wharf 

Ely Road 

Fairwater Road 

Glamorgan Street 

Grangetown Gas Works 

Harrowby Street Lane 

Hollyman’s Bakery 

Isolation Hospital 
(Lansdowne Road) 

Jubilee Street 

  

  

Kings Road 

Leyland Rubber Works 

Llandaff Cathedral 

Llandough Hospital 

Mill Lane 

Neville Street 

Newport Road 

Ninian Park Road 

Noah Rees Warehouse 

North Morgan Street 

Paradise Place 

Peacock’s Bazaar 

Prospect Drive 

Queen Street 

Riverside Club 

Rose Street 

St. Michaels College 

Talworth Street 

Tudor Road 

Wembley Road 

Working Street 

Wyndham Street 

  
De Burgh Street 



 

VE Day - 8 May 1945 
 

The war in Europe ended on 8 May 1945. This is known 

as VE Day (Victory in Europe Day). War continued in the 

Pacific between USA and Japan until 15 August 1945 

(known as VJ Day or Victory in Japan Day).  

 There were celebrations all over Cardiff after VE 

Day. People were allowed the day off work and children 

were allowed time off school. Communities gathered in 

the streets for parties and memorial events.  

 Life in Cardiff did not go back to normal straight 

away. Lots of soldiers were still in Europe or other parts 

of the world and it took some time to bring them 

home. Rationing continued and lots of people struggled 

with money and employment.  

 Thousands of soldiers lots their lives and did not 

return home at the end of World War Two. We 

remember all those who lost their lives, in Cardiff and 

beyond, in lots of ways including war memorials, school 

and community events, and by wearing poppies.  
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Picture Question Answer 

1 
Write one of the ways in which Cardiff prepared for the 

war in 1939. 
 

2 
How many children were evacuated to Wales during 

World War Two? 
 

3 Give an example of one type of food that was rationed.   

4 Where does the word ‘blitz’ come from?   

5 
Name one street or public building that was damaged 

during raids on 2 January 1941.  

Try to choose one that you recognise.  

 

6 On what date did the war in Europe end?  



Hands on History - Additional Activity 

Can you imagine what it would feel like if you found out that you were going to be evacuated away from your family 

into the countryside? In the suitcase below, write or draw the items from your life today that you would want to take 

with you.  



Answer Sheet 

Picture Question Answer 

1 
Write one of the ways in which Cardiff prepared for the 

war in 1939. 

Gathering resources, recruiting 

soldiers, boosting morale through 

propaganda 

2 
How many children were evacuated to Wales during 

World War Two? 
110,000 

3 Give an example of one type of food that was rationed.  Milk, sugar, meat, cheese, bread 

4 Where does the word ‘blitz’ come from?  
German word blitzkrieg meaning 

lightening war 

5 
Name one street or public building that was damaged 

during raids on 2 January 1941.  

Try to choose one that you recognise.  

(Any from the list on sheet 5) 

6 On what date did the war in Europe end? 8th May 1945 


