
LGBT+ Books 
Available to download for free from RB Digital or BorrowBox.  

Call Me by Your Name – André Aciman:  

Available on BorrowBox – eBook 

Call Me by Your Name is the story of a sudden and powerful romance that 

blossoms between an adolescent boy and a summer guest at his parents' 

cliffside mansion on the Italian Riviera. Each is unprepared for the conse-

quences of their attraction, when, during the restless summer weeks, unre-

lenting currents of obsession, fascination, and desire intensify their passion and test the 

charged ground between them. It is an instant classic and one of the great love stories of 

our time. 

 

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda (AKA Love, Simon) – Becky Albertalli 

Available on BorrowBox – eBook 

Straight people should have to come out too. And the more awkward it is, the 

better. Simon Spier is sixteen and trying to work out who he is - and what 

he's looking for. But when one of his emails to the very distracting Blue falls 

into the wrong hands, things get all kinds of complicated. Because, for Simon, 

falling for Blue is a big deal… It's a holy freaking huge awesome deal. 

 

 

My Brother’s Name is Jessica – John Boyne 

Available on BorrowBox – eBook and audiobook 

Available on RB Digital – eBook  

Sam has known his sister Jessica all his life. Tonight is the first time they're 

going to meet. The one person he has always been able to rely on is his 

beloved older sibling - but when they announce that they are transitioning, 

Sam's life is thrown upside down. He's convinced nothing will ever be the same again - 

but as Sam is about to discover, nothing is more constant than love. A moving and 

heartfelt portrait of one family's journey to acceptance, from a master storyteller. 



 

Boy Erased: A Memoir of Identity, Faith and Family – Garrard Conley 

Available on RB Digital – audiobook 

The son of a Baptist pastor and deeply embedded in church life in small 

town Arkansas, as a young man Garrard Conley was terrified and conflicted 

about his sexuality. When Garrard was a nineteen-year-old college student, 

he was outed to his parents, and was forced to make a life-changing 

decision: either agree to attend a church-supported conversion therapy program that 

promised to "cure" him of homosexuality; or risk losing family, friends, and the God he 

had prayed to every day of his life. At times heartbreaking, at times triumphant, this 

memoir is a testament to love that survives despite all odds. 

 

 

Am Newid – Dana Edwards 

Available on Borrowbox – eBook 

A fresh, contemporary and easy-to-read popular novel that seeks to 

address our attitudes to non-conformists with our traditional idea. Kerry 

returns to her childhood home, but is now a very different person. 

 

  

 

Deryn Glan i Ganu – Sonia Edwards 

Available on BorrowBox – eBook 

The second volume of The Oak Series, challenging novels for the late 

teens and suitable for adults as well. This is a series of monologues 

showing the characters' reaction to the same events, all reaching a 

gripping conclusion. It contains contemporary and relevant themes for 

young people's lives. 



  

Rick – Alex Gino:  

Available on BorrowBox – audiobook 

Rick's never questioned much. He's tagged along with his best friend Jeff, 

even when Jeff's acted like a bully. He's let his Dad joke with him about 

girls, even though it makes him feel uncomfortable. Everyone around him 

seems to think that they've figured him out. But the truth is, Rick hasn't 

given his own identity much thought. With the help of his new friends that he meets at 

the Rainbow Spectrum club, Rick embarks on a journey to find out who he truly is. An 

inspiring story about finding your place in the world. 

 

 

Release – Patrick Ness: 

Available on BorrowBox – eBook 

The most personal and tender novel yet from Patrick Ness, the twice 

Carnegie Medal-winning author of A Monster Calls. It's Saturday, it's 

summer and, although he doesn't know it yet, everything in Adam Thorn's 

life is going to fall apart. But maybe, just maybe, he'll find freedom from the 

release. This uplifting coming-of-age novel will remind you what it's like to fall in love. 

 

 

Hanner Amser – Nigel Owens 

Available on BorrowBox – eBook and Audiobook 

Before reaching the heights of rugby Nigel Owens had been through a 

devastating personal crisis. For years he couldn't face what he was - a 

person inside him was trying to come out ... He was the first person to 

'come out' as a gay man in the professional rugby world. Since doing so, his life 

changed for the better, and his rugby and broadcasting career blossomed. 

In this volume Nigel is completely honest about his personal and public life, as referee 

and entertainer. The pages are bursting with the humor and warmth that made him one 

of the most popular characters on rugby stages and grounds throughout Wales and 

beyond. 

 



 

It’s Not Like It’s a Secret – Misa Sugiura:  

Available on BorrowBox - audiobook 

Sixteen-year-old Sana Kiyohara has too many secrets. Some are small, like 

how it bothers her when her friends don't invite her to parties. Some are big, 

like the fact that her father may be having an affair. And then there's the one 

that she can barely even admit to herself-the one about how she might have 

a crush on her best friend. Sana always figured that the hardest thing would be to tell 

people that she wants to date a girl, but as she quickly learns, telling the truth is easy…

what comes after it, though, is a whole lot more complicated. 

 

 

Kiss – Jacqueline Wilson: 

Available on BorrowBox – eBook 

Sylvie and Carl have been friends since they were tiny children. They've 

always played together, called each other boyfriend and girlfriend and, deep 

down, Sylvie has always believed that they'd end up married to each other. 

But as they become older, things are starting to change. Carl has a new 

friend, Paul, who is taking all his attention. Touching and compelling, Kiss is a delicately 

handled coming-of-age tale of first love by award-winning Jacqueline Wilson. 

 

 

Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit – Jeanette Winterson: 

Available on BorrowBox – eBook 

This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her mother as one 

of God’s elect. Zealous and passionate, she seemed destined for life as a 

missionary, but then she falls for one of her converts. At sixteen, Jeanette 

decides to leave the church, her home and her family, for the young woman 

she loves. Innovative, punchy and tender, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a few days 

ride into the bizarre outposts of religious excess and human obsession. 



Cardiff Library members can download all items in this reading suggestions 

list as eBooks or audiobooks for free through the Library Catalogue 

 

https://wales.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/card_en  

 

Individuals who are not yet members can sign up through the Library Catalogue.  

https://wales.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/card_en

