NURSERY EDUCATION: ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-18
ADMISSION CRITERIA

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Please read these notes carefully before completing the preference form.

The Council is the Admissions Authority for all maintained Community Nursery Schools and for Nursery Classes in Community Schools.
Qualifying dates for children to obtain a part time place

If your child is three years old between:-
1 April - 31 August (inclusive) your child may be accepted during the Autumn Term

1 September - 31 December (inclusive) your child may be accepted during the Spring Term

1 January - 31 March (inclusive) your child may be accepted during the Summer Term

Children must attend five half days. Morning and afternoon places will be decided by the Headteacher.

Children are entitled to a part-time nursery place from the start of the term following their third birthday
and must attend for five half days. There is a facility on the Cardiff Council website for parents to provide their child’s details in order to receive information on how to apply for a nursery place at the appropriate time in accordance with the Council’s admissions timetable.

In the case of children looked after by the Local Authority (as defined by Section 22 of the Children Act 1989) or previously looked after children (as defined by the Welsh Government School Admissions Code document no. 005/2-13) following consultation on the appropriateness of the named school in light of the child’s background and needs, the Council has a duty to admit the child to the school.

PUBLISHED DATE: Reference to the published date means the date set out in this Policy, in the Notes for the Guidance of Parents and in the Information for Parents Booklet 2017/2018.

The Council will consider each individual application received by the published closing date for a child who must be three years old on its merits, applying the criteria in the following order of priority up to the approved capacity:

1. For applications received by the published closing date of 20th February 2017 for children born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014:

 

(a) Children who are looked after by the Local Authority (as defined by section 22 of the Children Act 1989) or previously looked after children (as defined by the Welsh Government School Admissions Code document no. 005/2-13)

(b) Children allocated nursery funding by the Early Years Assessment Panel, or the Case Advisory Panel. These multi agency panels allocate funding to an Early Years child with identified significant and/or complex needs, through an Individual Development Plan in order that the child may access their nursery entitlement in a maintained setting.

(c) Children who have a brother and/or sister who will be on register at the school at which the nursery class is based when they are admitted. Any sibling connection must be clearly stated in the application. Where preferences exceed places available, criteria d, e and f will then be applied to decide which other pupils are admitted. For admission purposes a sibling is a child permanently resident at the same address as the pupil applying for a place  who is the brother/sister, half brother/sister (children who share one common parent), step brother/step sister where two children are related by virtue of their parents being married, co-habiting or in a civil partnership. This definition also includes adopted or fostered children living at the same address.
(d) Children in respect of whom the Council judges that there are compelling medical grounds or compelling social grounds for their admission to a specified nursery school/class.

Written recommendations from a medical practitioner, a social worker or similar professional will be required giving detailed reasons for the child’s admission to a particular nursery school/class. Where preferences exceed places available, priority will be given to multiple birth siblings.

(e) Other children with priority to children living nearest the nursery school/class, as measured by the shortest practicable walking route. The Council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances in miles to the nearest 2 decimal places. The shortest walking route is calculated using Ordnance Survey (OS) customised route data from an applicant’s home address to the nearest open school gate. The co-ordinates of an applicant’s home address are determined using the Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) AND OS Address Point Data. The starting point for a route assessment is determined as the nearest point on the walking route network to the main front entrance of a property. Private driveways and paths are not included in the distance measurement.  All routes within the walking network must be publicly accessible and available 24 hours. Cardiff Council has developed a computerised walking route network based on the Welsh Learner Travel Measure Statutory Provision and Operational Guidance June 2014 and this is used to ensure that every pupil is assessed as consistently as possible. Where there is no safe walking route available, the Council will calculate the shortest driving distance from the home address to the nearest open school gate by use of the same Geographical Information System (GIS) used to measure the shortest practicable walking route.
(f) In determining applications for admission in respect of other pupils the Council gives priority to children living furthest away from the alternative School offered by the Council as measured by the shortest practicable walking route as a tie break. The Council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances in miles to the nearest 2 decimal places. The shortest walking route is calculated using Ordnance Survey (OS) customised route date from an applicant’s home address to the nearest open gate. The co-ordinates of an applicant’s home address are determined using the Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) AND (OS) Address point data. The starting point for a route assessment is determined as the nearest point on the walking route network to the main front entrance of a property. Private driveways and paths are not included in the distance measurement. All routes within the walking network must be publicly accessible and available 24 hours. Cardiff Council has developed a computerised walking route network based on the Welsh Learner Travel Measure Statutory Provision and Operational Guidance June 2014 and this is used to ensure that every pupil is assessed as consistently as possible. Where there is no safe walking route available, the Council will calculate the shortest driving distance from the home address to the nearest open school gate by use of the same Geographical Information System (GIS) used to measure the shortest practicable walking route.
2. For applications received by the published closing date of 3rd July 2017 for children born between 1 September 2014 and 31 December  2014: (a) to (f) as above

3. For applications received by the published closing date 3rd July 2017 for children born between 1 January 2015 and 31 March 2015 : (a) to (f) as above
In all cases evidence of permanent residence of the pupil at time of application must be supplied if required. Any place approved on the basis of residence will be withdrawn if the pupil is no longer permanently resident at the address at the beginning of the school term to which the application relates (term dates as published in the Admission to Schools Booklet). The home address is considered to be the child’s along with their parent’s main and genuine principal place of residence on the relevant published closing date i.e. where they are normally and regularly living. If a child is resident with friends or relatives (for reasons other than guardianship) the friends or relative’s address will not be considered for allocation purposes.
Following the first round of allocations, late applications will be considered in accordance with the Council’s published admissions criteria.

Applications from the first round of allocations and any subsequent late applications will be considered together for any subsequent available places that may arise.

The processing of late applications will normally be done on a monthly basis. 
The address of UK service personnel will be accepted if their application form is accompanied by an official Ministry of Defence (MOD) letter declaring a definite return date and confirmation of the new address.
Where parents have shared responsibility for a child, and the child lives with both parents for part of the school week then the normal home address will be determined as the property where the child lives for the majority of the school week (i.e. 3 out of 5 school days). Parents will be required to provide documentary evidence to support the address they wish to be considered for admission purposes.

No account is taken of the particular primary school the child is likely to attend subsequently or to the length of time the school has been aware of the parental intention to apply for a place at the school. 
Only applications received by the published closing date for receipt of preference forms will be considered in the initial round of allocation of places. Other preference forms received will be considered as late applications.  

As nursery education is non-statutory provision, parents have no statutory right of appeal under the School Standards and Framework Act if they are unsuccessful in gaining a nursery place.

Early Years Funding
Where places are unavailable in local community nursery schools or nursery

classes within two miles of a child’s place of residence, parents may apply for nursery education place funding with a recognised provider designated by the Cardiff Early Childhood Group.
Where places are available in local community nursery schools or nursery

classes within two miles of a child’s place of residence, the Council will only approve applications for nursery education place funding with a recognised provider designated by the Cardiff Early Childhood Group, where there are compelling medical or compelling social grounds which make it inappropriate for the child to attend the nursery provision offered by the Council. Written recommendations from a medical practitioner or social worker or similar professional will be required.

Applications for Early Years Funding should be made in the Term prior to when the child becomes eligible for funding or in the case where a child starts in a nursery with a recognised provider at a later date, applications should be submitted in the term when the admission takes place. The Council will not accept retrospective claims for funding where a place within a Community Nursery would have been available within 2 miles of the child’s home address but is no longer available because the parent has delayed in making a claim.
In addition the Council will not approve applications for Early Years Funding where a place in a Community Nursery School or Class was previously offered by the Council at the time of application but refused by a parent.
Attendance at a Nursery Class does not automatically entitle a child to a reception class place in the same school. A new application must be made for a Reception class place.
Admissions to Catholic and Church in Wales nursery classes are considered by the Governing Body of each school. 
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